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Aims of session – participants will 
gain an understanding of:  

• What modern slavery is and what we know 

about modern slavery in the UK 

• How to recognise some signs and indicators of 

modern slavery 

• Our duties under the Modern Slavery Act 

• How to report your concerns and why this is so 

important. 

• Sources of further information. 

 



‘Standing up to modern slavery’   
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHyMuv

ncDog 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHyMuvncDog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHyMuvncDog


Challenges  

• It is both a serious and organised crime type and a 
safeguarding issue 

• Victims can be adults and children, UK and foreign 
nationals 

• Criminals and victims are mobile and transient.  

• The ways they are exploited changes all the time   

• It can be  tangled up with immigration enforcement 
issues  

• Victims are hidden and isolated 

 

 



What  is Modern Slavery?  

• Human trafficking  

• Forced and bonded labour  

• Sexual exploitation 

• Domestic servitude including early and 

forced marriage 

• Forced criminality  

 



• The recruitment, transportation… or 

receipt of persons  

• by means of the threat or use of force, 

coercion, fraud, deception, abuse of power  

• For the purpose of ongoing exploitation, 

sometimes in multiple forms   

Human trafficking – a summary 
definition  



What is the difference between  
smuggling and trafficking? 

Smuggling Trafficking 

Crime Against state Against individual 

Relationship Perpetrator provides 

service 

Perpetrator exploits 

victim as commodity 

Length short-term  Longer-term exploitative 

– sometimes many years  

Profit One-off payment Long term financial 

exploitation  

Borders Always across 

borders 

Can be internal 

CJS Online Trafficking Toolkit 



Forced and bonded labour 

• Victims are threatened with violence and other 

punishments and usually receive little or no pay for their 

work.  

• A person is forced to work to repay a loan. It is also 

sometimes known as ‘debt bondage’. The labourer will 

often receive basic food and shelter as ‘payment’ for 

their work, but may never pay off the loan.  

 



Domestic Servitude 

• This may look like the normal practice of 

live-in help but is used as cover for the 

exploitation and control of someone. 

• Early or forced marriage can result in 

domestic servitude  

• There is a risk that private fostering or 

other care arrangements amount to 

domestic servitude 

 



Forced criminality  

For example:  

• Involvement in drug cultivation, smuggling, 

transportation and selling 

• Begging  

• Pickpocketing and stealing 

• Benefit fraud  - the identity of the victim 

may be stolen as part of their exploitation 



Group exercise  

Modern Slavery is happening here and now 

but it is almost certainly underreported. 

1. Where might modern slaves be hidden in 

Brighton & Hove?  

2. What opportunities might you have to 

identify these victims in your professional 

life?  



The Modern Slavery Act 2015 

• A duty for public authorities to notify the 

Home Office of suspected victims of 

Modern Slavery (the ‘Duty to Notify’) 

• ‘Existing safeguarding processes should 

still be followed in tandem with a 

notification’. 

 

 



How and where do I report my 
concerns about adults?  
• Call 999 if there is an immediate risk 

• Call police on 101 and be clear that your concern is 

around modern slavery  

• Otherwise treat this as you would any safeguarding 

concern in line with the Sussex Multi-Agency Policy & 

Procedures for Safeguarding Adults at Risk and refer 

to Access Point 



What is in place for adult victims?  

• Local emergency provision from the British Red Cross 

• The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) 

Referrals to the NRM can result in; 

• Specialist advice and support  

• Safe accommodation for a limited time (provided by the 

Salvation Army and a network of sub-contactors)  

• The possibility of leave to remain in the UK for those who 

might otherwise be removed  

 



Safety Planning and Crisis 
Response – what to think about  
• Interpreters 

• Legal advice? 

• Safety from perpetrators  

• Food 

• Safe housing 

• What if the victim has No Recourse to Public 

Funds? 

• Immediate healthcare  



Sources of information and 
advice  
• National modern slavery helpline –  

 08000 121 700 

• Unseen https://www.unseenuk.org/ 

• Stop the Traffik 

https://www.stopthetraffik.org/ 

• National anti-trafficking commissioner 

http://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/ 
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